
 

Tawes Crab and Clam Bake on July 19, 2017. RMC Board Chair Josh Hastings (Far
left), RMC Executive Director Charlotte Davis (Front left),  Governor Larry Hogan
(Center), 
Alma Plummer Economic Development Administration (Front Right), Mid Shore
Council Executive Director Scott Warner (Far Right).

Greetings!, 
 
Thanks to everyone who attended and helped put together the Annual Partners for
Rural America Conference, held September 10-13th, 2017, in Annapolis, MD. It was
a great event and even included a tour to the Eastern Shore and Washington, DC.
Representatives from multiple state rural organizations came to hear
about new trends, share ideas, and learn more about Rural Maryland. 
 
The Rural Maryland Council will be holding the 2017 Maryland Rural Impact
Awards, at the Double Tree hotel in Annapolis, Maryland, at the Annual Executive
Board meeting on Thursday, November, 30, 2017. The Awards ceremony recognizes
individuals and organizations that have performed extraordinary acts of services to
communities throughout rural Maryland.  We encourage you to submit your
nominations now. Nomination deadline is Friday, October 20, 2017. 
Please visit the website here or submissions can be
made to rmc.mda@maryland.gov.
 
The RMC biennial rural summit "Bridging the Divide: Strengthening Rural
and Urban Communities" will be held this year on December 1, 2017. This
one-day conference will be filled with spectacular guest speakers, panels and breakout

sessions. Session topics include Agriculture, Economic Development, Health Care and
Community Development. During the conference we will also have Legislative and
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Community Development. During the conference we will also have Legislative and
Government panels. Register to attend here.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all soon and appreciate the great work you are doing
for rural Maryland and beyond.
 

Kind Regards, 

Josh Hastings
Chair 

  Message from the Executive Director

The Taskforce for Rural Broadband held a meeting on September 19, 2017
at Chesapeake College. Approximately 40 people attended the meeting with the
majority of the task force membership present.  Presentations from Dr. Michael Scott
with Salisbury University on the 2012 Maryland Broadband Mapping Project, Mr.
Dennis McElligott with the Maryland Department of Information Technology on the
One Maryland Broadband Network, and Mr. Drew Von Dopp with the Maryland
Broadband Cooperative were included to asset current levels of broadband
connectivity throughout Maryland's rural areas. Our next Rural Broadband meeting
will be held at the Winchester Hall in Frederick, MD on October 26, 2017 from 10 am
- 4 pm. 

As part of the rural summit, This year there will be a new AgPitch session! Do
you have a business idea that can change agriculture? Tell us about your business or
idea using the online application form here. 

If the Council can be of any assistance, please contact me at
charlotte.davis@maryland.gov, or 410.841.5774. 

Sincerely, 

 
Charlotte Davis 
Executive Director

 Committee Updates

RMC Health Care
Committee
The RMC Health Care
Committee has compiled

RMC Legislative Committee
The Legislative
Committee will be holding
a meeting sometime in

RMC/RMF Joint Planning
and Development
Committee
The Committee finalized
a 2017 -2020 RMC

 Events

Women For The
Land Program
Conservation
Learning Circle
10/24/2017
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

 Rural Broadband
Meeting - Frederick
10/26/2017
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

RMC Executive
Committee Meeting 
11/3/2017 
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

RMC Rural Summit
Planning Committee
Meeting
11/6/2017 
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

Volunteer Maryland/
RMC Info Session -
Montgomery County 
11/9/2017
10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Volunteer Maryland/
RMC Info Session -
Calvert County
11/15/2017
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

RMC Annual
Executive Board
Meeting 
11/30/2017
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

2017 Rural Summit
12/1/2017 
All Day 

Volunteer Maryland/
RMC Info Session -
Caroline County
12/7/2017 
10:00 am - 11:00 am

Volunteer Maryland/
RMC Info Session -
Baltimore City
12/22/2017 
10:00 am - 11:00 am 
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Committee has compiled
its Executive Summary of
its activities for 2015 -
2016. Learn more... 

The Health Care
Committee will resume
activities in spring 2017.
The Committee has two
new Co-Chairs: Lara
Wilson, Executive
Director, Maryland Rural
Health Association, and
Rodney Glotfelty, Garrett
County Health
Department.

a meeting sometime in
November. Stay tuned for
more information!!

To learn more about the
RMC Legislative
Committee,
please contact the RMC a
 rmc.mda@maryland.gov.

a 2017 -2020 RMC
Strategic Plan in the
spring 2016. 

To learn more about the
RMC/RMF Joint
Planning and
Development
Committee, please
contact Chairman Mike
Thielke. 

 Community Links

Check out what's happening in rural Maryland...

Training Opportunities & Conferences 

AgPitch Session - Mid Atlantic Farm Credit - Apply by November 1, 2017 

Frederick Community Health Fair - Frederick Fairgrounds - October 28, 2017

Maryland STEM Festival - STEM - October 31 2107 - November 12, 2017 

F3 Tech Symposium - F3 Tech Accelerator Program - November 2, 2017 

Awards & Grants 

Partnership Grant Program - Northeast SARE - Apply by October 17, 2017  

Farmer Grant Program - Northeast SARE - Apply by November 28, 2017

Programs & More    

Rural Matters Podcast - The Voice of Rural Schools & Communities- NREA -
Published September 18, 2017 

Got a link to share? Send it to us!
Email: rmc.mda@maryland.gov to share links to your events and programs. 

10:00 am - 11:00 am 

RMC In The
News

Cover Crops and Ice
Cream Trails
June 24, 2017 

Gov. Hogan praises
state, local
accomplishments at
MML summer
conference
June 29, 2017 

Nearly 200
Stakeholders discuss
internet access equity
June 28, 2017 

Farm Credit
announces launch of
AgPitch17 contest
October 5, 2017

Rural Maryland
Foundation

The Rural Maryland
Foundation (RMF) co-
hosted a successful
Transfer of Wealth
(TOW) Technical
Advisory Committee
Webinar on June 29,
2017. 

The RMF also was
involved in procuring
requests for proposals
for Workforce
Investment
Opportunity Act
(WIOA) One Stop
Operators for the
Lower Eastern Shore
and Western
Maryland. Learn
more on the RMF's
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more on the RMF's
website here. 

The Rural Maryland
Foundation will hold a
Conference Call on
December 6, 2017.
Learn more here. 

 MAERDAF Spotlight- Farming 4 Hunger received a Maryland Agricultural Education and
Rural Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) grant award for FY17 and FY18. 

A Calvert County nonprofit called Farming 4 Hunger is literally
cultivating new productive citizens who learn about farming and in
turn feed impoverished local families. For their FY18 MAERDAF 
award, Farming 4 Hunger will expand the Agricultural Education/Workforce
Investment Initiative to introduce more students and incarcerated men
completing time at the Department of Corrections Southern Maryland Pre-
Release Unit to farming and agriculture as an employment opportunity and
viable way of life. The Initiative will include promoting agricultural education
directly into schools with an overarching theme of developing healthy 
lifestyles.   

  Special Feature - Partners for Rural America Conference 

The Partners for Rural America Conference was held
on September 10 - 13, 2017 in Annapolis, MD. Partners for
Rural America (PRA) supports the efforts of its member State Rural
Development Councils (SRDCs), which are uniquely positioned to
expand economic and social opportunities for America's rural
communities and their residents, promote equal treatment of rural
America by government agencies and provide a collective voice for
rural America. The conference included trips to Washington D.C.
and the Eastern Shore. It was a great event where organization
business was conducted and successful initiatives were learned from
each other. For more information on PRA membership or the
conference visit the website here. 

Partners for Rural America Conference
Dinner at Severn Inn in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Rural Maryland Council is an independent state agency and Maryland's federally designated State Rural Development Council under the United States
Department of Agriculture's National Rural Development Partnership. Our mission is to bring together federal, state, county, and municipal government
officials as well as representatives of the for-profit and nonprofit sectors to identify challenges unique to rural communities and to develop and implement
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officials as well as representatives of the for-profit and nonprofit sectors to identify challenges unique to rural communities and to develop and implement
policy solutions. As a collaborative partnership, the RMC operates under the guidance of a 40-member Executive Board, in a nonpartisan and non-

discriminatory manner.

Rural Maryland Council | 410-841-5772 | rmc.mda@maryland.gov | http://www.rural.maryland.gov/
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway

Annapolis, MD 21401

 

Copyright © 2017. All Rights Reserved. 

mailto:rmc.mda@maryland.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fhwa4gOZwdeWeUE2amPv4btzMhFCtC0APb9_G9TK-c95zrjYjz32KI3AOrGqjQBhl5BAoy5SH8oXb9R_UbJimcX9dgKLuG2T-U6WjbAGXUEyteB8hrUk4CGk_c8jRsEtkaq2_1zaCPiEeKYU9EGC7mCITk8IPbi4ynODuf39O6L1uEz4PC9bBw==&c=&ch=

